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members o f t h e b o d y . La s t y ea r , I ca n t e l l y o u t h a t wi t ho u t a n y
h esi t a t i o n wh a t so e v e r I wo u l d h av e su p p o r t ed t h i s . Th e r e a s on I
would ha v e supp o r t e d i t was t wo f o l d . Num ber o ne , t he c o s t o f
health care to the state for tobacco-related diseases, and then
t he b y - p r od u c t o f c e s sa t i o n o f smok i n g . So I wou l dn ' t ha v e ha d
a ny p r o b l e m l a s t y ea r , bu t I h a v e t o a dm i t t h a t g o i ng b ac k an d
hitting the same population group this year is a little bit
t roub l i n g . I can ' t t e l l you h ow I ' m go i ng t o vot e on t he
amendment yet. I haven't made up my mind. But I have a concern
because of the fact that we' re probably talking about a minority
population in our state. When we look at the statistics of the
survey, I think it's pretty easy to surmise that it correlates
very similarly to the smoking population. I mean we always see
from people when they call, tax this because this i s a tax I
don' t p a y . I wa n t y ou t o r a i se t h e ta x t h a t some b o dy e l se p ay s .
And I think we have to be very cognizant of that. We have to be
v ery c a r e f u l o f t ha t . An d on e o f t h e t h i ng s t h a t I h a v e ma d e a
project of this year is trying to bring some kind of equ itable
treatment to our tax code because, in fact, it is not equitable
a t a l l . I t ' s c e r t a i n l y n o t s i mp l e b u t i t i s d e f i n i t e l y n o t
fair. Senato r Agu ilar has addressed it in some of the bills
h e's i n t r od u c e d . An d I wi l l r i g h t n ow t e l l y o u t h a t o n Se l e c t
File Senator Br ashear is awar e tha t I intend to address the
sales t a x b r o a d e n i n g p o r t i on o f h i s b i l l wi t h t he p o r t i o n t ha t I
brought to the Revenue Committee, which wa s in LB 397 , wh i ch
broadens the sales tax base to include all items, all services,
except for food and medical expenses. Bu t as a resul t , it
lowers th e ra t e t o 2 . 8 p e r ce n t . Th a t ' s b e c a u s e t he i mp a c t o n
those who are first hit with collecting that sales tax and their
sales level to their customers may not see the d r astic i m pact.
It lowers th e ra t e for the co s t of the things that you are
c ur r e n t l y p a y i ng t a x e s f o r an d t h a t h a s a b e n e f i t t o l ow- i n co m e
worker s i n t h i s st a t e wh o a r e d i sp r op o r t i o n a t e l y a f f e c t e d b y a
s ales t a x . I f we ca n l owe r t h e r a t e , no t on l y do we ma k e i t
more affordable for them to purchase the goods that they need,
the n e c e s s i t i e s o f l i f e , bu t we a l so c an s t i mu l a t e ou r e co n omy .
So I think that Senator Brashear, who opened this idea up to the
Legislature several years ago, is on the right track. The only
problem is the pieces that we have i n LB 7 5 9 are really not
broad enough yet to be fair and they don't lower the rate enough
to help or stimulate the economy or to be n e fit our cit i zens. So
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